THE MANUSCRIPTS
scripts of his "ancient" Rowley poems, however, are an early acquisi-
tion, having been bequeathed in 1800 by Dr. Robert Glynn, who
had had them by bequest from Chatterton's patron, Barrett, in 1789.
In 1862 came in a series of 120 original letters of Cowper, with
autograph poems, including John Gilpin. There are, naturally, more
and better Scott autographs at Edinburgh, but the Museum has his
Kenilworth\ and of the Romantic poets Keats's Hyperion and letters.
In 1893 an autograph MS. of poems by Keats was acquired (Egerton
MS. 2780), and in the previous year a similar MS. of Coleridge
(Add. MS. 34225). Of Jane Austen's rare MSS. it has, besides
some letters, the cancelled two last chapters of Persuasion, Many
later authors, among them George Eliot (a nearly complete set),
Hardy (with Tess of the D'Urbervilles and The Dynasts}^ Kipling
(with Kim and poems), and Galsworthy (a nearly complete set) have
given or bequeathed specimens of their books in autograph; and a
notable accession of the great Victorians came in 1933, when the
surviving children of George Murray Smith, of Smith, Elder, con-
verted into a gift outright the bequest after their lives by their mother
of the autograph MSS. of Jane Eyre, Shirley y Villette> Sonnets from
the Portuguese, The Ring and the Book, and Thackeray's The Wolves
and the Lamb, a minor piece,, but showing both its author's hands.
Trollope's Autobiography is one of the many gifts made by the Friends
of the National Libraries in the last decade. Charlotte Bronte's life
and writings are also illuminated by her late-discovered love letters
to M. Heger, of Brussels, presented in 1913 by his son and daughter,
which were a shock to her uncritical worshippers, but to more philo-
sophical readers of her novels and life made for the first time an
intelligible sense of what before had been legend. Robert Ross's
well-meant gift of autographs of Oscar Wilde, including the full
De Profundity will find its level and take its place; hitherto this last
MS. had been but a damnosa h&reditas^ owing to the legal and other
controversy that has surrounded it.
Authors presenting their autographs and other donors of such (not.
very numerous) modern MSS. as are acceptable, are earnestly desired
by the Trustees to transfer to them, either at once or after a stated
term, the copyright therein. By what appears to have been an over-
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